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WHAT NEXT? WHO NEXT?

- ISMAIL AHMED LAMBAT
MANCHESTER (0161) 232 1876

Mr. Ahmed Patel has left us and joined the others
who left us before him. His departure has certainly
left all Indians without a very thoughtful politician.
We know he usually stayed in the background, but
he contributed a lot to Indian politics.

Mr. Patel's demise is certainly a big loss for all
Muslims, irrespective of their political
preferences and for us Gujaratis the loss is even
greater. Do we have someone among our Gujaratis
of Mr. Patel's calibre? We may have but we are
not aware of such a person and we feel all our
Gujarati brothers and sisters will also not know.

We feel we Vohras need to become more
acquainted with the subject of politics. For most
of us POLITICS is an unknown word or a word
whose meaning is very seldom understood though
most of us irrespective of our educational or
social backgrounds do have some levels of political
acumen. Without knowing or without realising
village leaders use their political clout to gain
power as well as hold on to power.

We feel we need to learn about politics and not
only remain as vote givers at the time of elections
or use our political capabilities to gain control of
village-based organisations or institutions like the
masajid, madaris, graveyard, community hall or
other village level facilities. There is a great and
urgent need for us Vohras to learn about politics
and use it to help us participate in the political
processes taking place around us. Our political
participation will help us get nearer to others
irrespective of their social and economic
backgrounds or their religious beliefs.

As newcomers to political participation we may
get rejected or pushed back. This should not
dishearten us. Trying to join those who have been
in the political game for long may not like
newcomers. We will have to persist and keep on
trying before those with a hold on politic power
find space for us.

There is also great need to learn about politics.
Becoming interested in politics is not enough.
Seeking to climb up the political ladder is not
something that can be had just by becoming
interested in the subject of politics. Like in any

other activity we try to engage in there is always a
lot of learning to do.

Let those who feel inclined towards participating
in politics ask themselves if they will have the time
and continued interest in learning about politics
and learn about the different strands that help make
up modern day politics. Those interested in
politics must also ask themselves if they have some
levels of secular and religious education and if]
they have abilities to speak in public and have
ability not to get angry or lose one's cool when
confronted by unfriendly questions or
interruption.

We feel most of usVohras have over the years
cut ourselves off from those we live with as
neighbours or residents of the same villages.
Besides most of us losing our dominant positions
as landowners and cultivators and as controllers
ofvillages and village affairs we have also not been
able to find any recognisable position with the help
of education. We feel most of us feel shy or
ashamed to face those young men and women
from the landowning and landless tribal
communities whose parents and grandparents
worked for us Vohras who have with the help of]
education and assistance from the Government
found themselves occupying positions of power
and authority. These young educated men and
women besides holding power also speak good
Gujarati in keeping with their education which
most of our Vohras cannot and as employees of]
the Government holding positions of power, they
also expect respect from those who approach
them. We feel we Vohras need to come to terms
with the changes taking place around us. There is
a need, an urgent need to accept the changes that
have taken place and are taking place and admit to
ourselves that we are no longer who we were.

We feel becoming politically active will allow
our Vohra brothers and sisters to meet with others,
learn of the happenings around us and realise the
need for having education to help us make our

voices heard by others.
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AN HUMBLE APPEAL

The Suratee Sunni Vohra Muslim Education Society, Surat established in 1947 with the
noble aim to uplift the community in the field of education.
Our humble and kind request to all our generous donors and well wisher to continue
your precious donation to the society’s in the holy month of Ramadan.
We assure our Philanthropists that every penny paid to the society will be utilized rightly
and judiciously for needy and the most deserving persons of the community.
Since last 73 years the society is trying it's the best for the various heads and titles of
charities.
@ Scholarship to Primary, Secondary and Higher secondary students.
@™ Scholarship to Science, Commerce and Arts graduations.
@™ Financial support for Professional Education in Medical, Pharmacy, Engineering,
Computer and Biotechnology etc.
@™ Financial help for Short term and Professional courses like motor driving, Tailor
ing etc for those who not interested in Higher Education.
@™ We are also providing scholarship for Diniyat education.
@™ Medical aid to poor and needy patients.
@ Annual help to helpless widows.
You Can Make Your Donation To The Following Our Authorized Representatives

MR. YUSUFBHAI PANCHBHAYA SB. mMALTON, CANADA | MR. SULEMANBHAI DADABHOY SB. LONDON
MR. SAJID YUSUF PANCHBHAYA SB. MALTON | MR. SALIMBHAI PATEL SB. WALSALL
MR. AlYUBBHAI PANCHBHAYA SB. DONLANDS | MUSLIM WELFARE SOCIETY DARLESTON
MR. SAEEDBHAI BODHANIA SB. THORNCLIFFE MR. ARSAD GULAM SIDAT SB. NUNEATON
MK MRS HEHA BHAATSE. MALTON | MR. MOHMEDBHAI BHAIYAT SB. NUNEATON
MR. MOHMEDBHAI MEHTA SB. BRAMPTON MASJID - E- UMER TRUST 'ONDON
MEABDULHALFATEL S8, TORONTO | \1R. MOHAMMEDBHAI I. PANDOR SB. BATLEY
MR.A.KHALIK (BABU) PATEL SB. CAMBRIDGE MR. AZIZEHAI UNIA SB. BIRMINGHAM
MR. SABBIRBHAI MEHTA SB. CAMBRIDGE

MR. YUSUFBHAI MEMAN SB. LEICESTER
MR. SOYABBHAI GHARIYA SB. TORONTO (kill)
MR. SABBIRBHAI MOTALA S C e BHAIATCHEA 3B, B
MADINAH MASJID ROIC MR. ALLIYUSUF TILLY SB. PRESTON
MR. MOHMEDBHAI VADIA SB. & FRIENDS TORONTO MR. SIDDIKBHAI BOBAT SB. & FRIENDS PRESTON
ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF TORONTO (DAR- US - SALAAM MASJID) TORONTO MR. IMRANBHAI BADAT SB. BLACKBURN
MR. AHMED ISMAIL VAWDA SB. LonpoN, U.K. | MR.RASHID SULEMAN OOMERJEE SB. US.A.
MR. ALIAZAM ESMAIL SB. Lonoon | MR. HASHIMBHAI BOBAT SB. GERMANY




